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IHE noble Lord who preſides in the Department of the 
Revenue, having announced to the Houſe, that he intends 
co lay the State of the Nation before us on the Firſt Day of 
= 2 Buſineſs after the Receſs; I hope that it will not appear foreign to that 
Purpoſe, if I ſuggeſt to them the Neceſſity of ſome proper Ma- 
5 terials being laid upon the Table, by the Help of which we may 
be better prepared to enter upon ſo important a Diſcuſſion. The 
State of the National Revenue and Expenditure, together with 
the Sufficiency or Inſufficiency of the National Powers, are very 
properly termed by the very noble Lord to be the State of the 
Nation. It is a Subject of ſuch infinite Importance, that I need 
make no Apology to the Houſe, in the preſent State of Things, 
n for recommending a prudent. Forecaſt of the ruinous Conſe- 
quences, which Muſt inevitably attend the Civil War with our 
Colonies, into which this Nation is ſo blindly and precipitately 
driven by its Miniſters. The Enormity of the Expence, which 
I call endeavour to explain to you under the ſeveral Branches 
this Day, is but the leaſt Part of the Evil. Even what Admini- 
ſtration would , Succeſs, would be more 1rrecoverable Ruin, 
: by deſtroying the very Source of Wealth and Strength to this 
= CO RR. _ any EE Country, 
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Way, in the Courſe. of my beſt Endeavours to obtain Info 


that might happen, and to miſlead: the Public! 


fol 


Country, than ot any y Auricipation of the Ne! in the Firſt 
Inſtance. | WORN. 
hele are Matters 6f fuck Ipo ance, that” 1 mould th 


Deference, ſuch Materials and Information as have fallen in my own 


for myſelf, on the Subject of the public Revenue. RePOing my- 


ſelf upon that Candour of the Nou which I have fo 225 expe- 


rienced, I will endeavour to ſtate a few plain Facts and plain Con- 


ſequences, without Partiality or Bias, without — of Perſons, 


and without Fear or Favour. 
It is ſo much the more neceſſary that we mould come to fbme 
explicit Underſtanding of theſe Matters, as the moſt profound Se- 


crecy and Concealment have been, practiſed to keep, alarming Truths. 


from the public Eye, and falſe Pretences have been throw ot totartiuſe 
the credulous Confidence of this Houſe. It is not many Months ago 


(no longer than the laſt Seſſion) that any Member, who got up to 


warn you of the ſerious and fatal Zonſequcnces of the War chen 
recommended: againſt America, was lauglied at in his Place 


Hini- 


very Suggeſtion was treated as being ſo ridiculous, that the 


4 * ptopoſed to you to begin by difarming by woting | Four thorfand 
and nõt n_ 

Days aſter the A of the new Parliament, a Vote of a Thr 
Shilling Land- Tax was propoſed, with a View to ſoothe the Landetl 
Men into a confidential Compliance with the Meaſures of Admini- 

ſtration, and into the Adoption of this fatal War. That this Step 


Seamen leſs than you had Pry the Year before; 


was taken with no other View: than to quiet and to prevent the 


Alarms of the Landed Intereſt is paft Diſpute, becauſe the Vote for the 
Three Shilling Land- Tax was paſſed before Chrifimas, though the 
Bill was not . in till after the Holidays; the Vote therefore 
vent the Diſcontents 
to a fallacious De- 


was ſtudiouſly thrown: out before hand, to pre 


. pendence, e a few ſuperficial and unimportant Diſcontents in 


America, as they were then repreſented to be, would ſoon be ſubdued. 
Under this Deception, the Landed Gentlemen inthis Houſe have been 
trepanned by every Artifice, and the Public outyof Doors have been 
to Acquieſcence, | 
in the — thar 'Madſiry wound, guarantee their Cohn, I 
K : 5 again 


., Wway-laid by every inſidious Practice to induce then 


* 


22 2 


I ION, | 
highly criminal, and a Deſerter of the Truſt repoſed i in me, as a 
Member of Parliament, if 1 did not offer to the Houſe, with great 


% the a 


\ 
' 


Ans the Evils dg 8 goon Fear. Where are we 
now? Have not our'Forebodings been more than realized? Has it 
been arraut F olly in Adminiſtration to 1 0 us into our preſent Si- 
tuation? or, Has it been downrig reachery afore- thought, to 
lead their unſuſpecting Country ory 85 Step into an irrecoficileable 
Civil War, to dip Great Britain and er- in Blood, and cut off 
dhe Retreat to er Saft [ite ng . 
- Ach ever be the Caſe, che Adr giſtteton hive: now at leaſt 
"thi all Elam to the Confidence of this Houſe'and'of the Pub- 
lie. We are now told with great Compoſure, by thoſe very "Men 
Who but a few Months ago lau hed to Scorn every foreboding Word 
7 * Prudence, that the whole Power of this Country is unequal to 
; Undertaking; and that however reaſonable” it might have been 
Vear to have; foreſeen the Immenſity of the War, yet that 
Parliament inthe laſt Seſſion would not haue been diſpoſed to have 
| granted more expenſive Aids: and therefqre that no more were then 
app lied for, but that we are nowidipt in, and muſt wade through. If 
an Army of Fifty thoufand Men, and One hundred Ships of 
Force, are now found neceſſary, the Word to Parliament 18, you 
muſt go through, there is no Retreat: It muſt be done. Every 
Corner, of. the Three Kingdoms is to be ranſacked for Recruits 
_ every... Power! in Europe is to be ſolicited for "mercenary Aid; 
every, trading Veſſel heretofore employed in the American Com. 
merce, is: now. deſtined to tranſport the Means of deſtroying the 
commercial Wealth of. Great Britain, and all the Sources of its 
naval Empire. The noble Lord has announced to us, that he Will, 
upoi LP th of this. Month, lay before us the moſt ſpeedy land 
effectual Way of accompliſhing theſe important Objects; and that 
N what 1 a 6: mals Ty” before as t e Stats of the 
Nation's; 51150 
1 1 with. the Public. may no Jonzfor b. deceived; bor it chey 
may be put into Poſſeſſion of the real State of Facts, and of the 
Ee probable Expectation of Conſequences, I ſhall offer to the Houſe 
ſome Motions fot the proper Miterials to be prepared and laid be- 
fore us, to be our Guide and Aſſiſtance in forming our Judgment 
and Deciſion. The. Three great Branches of national Expence 
are, the Navy, - the Army, and the Ordnance; and each gf theſe 
l Branches 1 1s, dy ided into TwWo Parts, viz. Expences which are vated 
upon ſpecific ſtimates, 1and-Extraordinary Expences which ati 
eur red every Year in the Three ebe, partly, at the Diſcretion | 


of 


* 


WT 


Houſe have before them all the 


traordinaries may, doubtleſs, be reduced to Gas reaſonable Shape of 
Computation. Miniſters will hardly tell this Houſe Sriovlly, that 
they have not the leaſt Meaſure of what they recommend or un- 


f the bre „ 7 at che! Diſctetlon of the Mi- 


niſtry in their ſeveral Departments. Theſe Pitracrdinaricaſe former 
Times were kept within narrow Bounds, but of late Years they 
are grown to an enormous Amount, almoſt equal to the Expenees 
voted in each Service upon Eſtimate; which Latitude, thus negli- 


Pane and tacitly allowed to Miniſters in Alpe penſing the public 


urſe, has been, and fear will continue to be, As Cauſe of a moſt 
ruinous Waſte of the public Revenue. As to the preſent Vear, the 
Expences of the American War, 
which have been formed into ſpecific Eſtimates: But the unmea- 
durable Part of the Expence will bs; in the:ſecret and hidden Claſs 
of Extraordinaries, left to the unreſtrained Diſcretion or Demands 
of Miniſters, Commanders, Commiſſaries, and Contractors. The 


Houſe and the Public are amuſed with nominal Eſtimates, While 


this bottomleſs Gulph is is open behind us, and not to be ſatiated | 


Lo with the laſt Farching. If Experience eun teach us Wide 5 


it is high Time that we were poſſeſſed of it. This Chaes of 


2 Acctakes nor, I think, would it be very decent for them to come 


| in the next Seſſion with a boundleſs Demand of Debts inci 5 
upon the Confidence which we are now deſired to repoſe in them, 


and to tell us then, we foreſaw all theſe Expenees, but we con- 


pug them cane from, Jou. that We e ad "Joy: inſen⸗ 


N avy. The Motion which I ſhall make upon the Subj ect of the 
N av is copied Word for Word out of the Journals pop a former 


W. let us foracall the Ark Sek : 


I ſhall 1 with lie 


Occaſion, and a very accurate Eſtimate was made in Return, of 


the probable Expence of the Navy, Article by Article. 'Thefefore » 
J am ſure the Mmiſter ean give us this Informatiot if he will. 


My Motion is, That there be laid before this Houſe an Et = 
mate of the probable Expence of his Majeſty's Navy for the pre: 


+ ſent: Year, diſtinguithed es” proper Heads, upon the Services 


5 voted/by this Houſe ; ſhewing alſo how far the faid Ar. ence may 
+ probably exceed or fall ſhort of ithe Sums already vote | for thote 
s * Ly Ne an N 'of Ts 1 | Expenc Ce « 


1 K 


My Second 1 Third Motions, reſpecting the ann 
of the Army, and Ordnance for Land Service, are nearly to the 
ſame Effect, vi. 

That an Eſtimate af the EN -ASndnt of the Extraor- 

_ dinary Services likely to be PLS by his Majeſty's Land Forces 

f in One Year, from March gth 1 776, be prepared, and laid before 

4 * this Houſe,” - 

; That an Eſtimate of the probable Expence of the Office of 
1 Ordnance for Land Service during the preſent Year, over and 
above the Proviſion already made in this Seſſion of Parliament, 
be prepared, and laid before this Houſe” 

- "Theſe are the Materials which, as it ſeems to me, are nodelbey | 

for us to form our Judgment upon. Many of them may be eſti- 
mated with great Accuracy; and from the Experience and Aſſiſtance 
of the official Lights which the noble Lord has Acceſs to, he 

may give us a general View of the whole probable Expence of the 

Fear. This is what I ſhould call laying the State of the Nation 

before us. By this Time of the Year, which is the Month of 
April, you ought to have formed your Plans. You cannot. be 
ignorant of the Number of Ships which are deſtined for Sea Ser- 
vice for this Year. You know the Complement of Men for each 
| Rate, therefore you may- know by how many they will exceed the 
Number of Seamen voted by Parliament. . In the forming ſuch an 

. Eſtimate the Board of Admiralty can give you a Liſt of the Seamen 

- il ; to be employed, the Paymaſter of the Marines can ſend you the 

Number of Marines. The Value of Stores contracted for and to 

be purchaſed for Ships, and Building- -yards, and Rope-yards, ought 
to be minutely known, or elſe how is the Navy to be provided? 
I will read to you Three or Four principal Heads of Expence in 
the Eſtimate of the Navy, which was returned to this Houſe on 
the 2d of May 1772 (and which'is printed in the Journals) upon 
the very en Motion that I offer to you now. Take them as 
a- Specimen that the Eſtimates that I now aſk for may be very me- 
thodically made out, - unleſs you are determined to  with-hold er 2 


- requiſite Information from this Houſe. 0 


Value of Stores and Materials co ntrafted for and to 1 . for In 
His Majeſty's Ships and Tard. 3 
Wages to inferior Officers and Workmen in his Maj efty's , 
Doct ard, —_— 
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| 2 of Shores and Maria for the oe ＋ the fe roer, at Re- by 


yards. | 
Fo ages to Seamen . per the Lift. received from the 


Admiralty, of Sh 'S jps to be eniphyed at v4 in the Conſe fk the; 
Dar. 


Vll of Huuſtot im be perth bt N. 5 


Theſe are enough for a Specimen, the farther Diſkciburion of 
the. Heads of Naval Eſtimates m be fem | in e b r 
itſelf in your Journals. 

Let us know what we are doing. What 35 it that you. cannot 
compute ? Have you not made Proviſion for Stores, and Materials. 


neceſſary to careen, repair, and refit your Fleet at Halifax? or, if 
that Place ſhould fall into the Hands of the Provincials, Have 


you made no ſupplemental Proviſion for the Safety of the N ſavy: 


at the Diſtance of Three thouſand Miles? Let us have the O 17 
tion, whether we will ſeek our Safety (more frugally at leaſt 


by a time ly Reconciſiation with the once hoſpitable Shore of Ame- | 
rica, or upon the Dependenee of ſome wild Eſtimates of Admi- 


niſtration, made for Commiſſaries and Contractors; or, which is: 
moſt probable, Muſt we patiently ſtand by the Conſequences of 


their os Neglect of every prudent and neceflary Precaution? 

As for the Extraordinaries of the Land Service, ſome Eſtimate 
may hkewife be made of them, as well as of the Naval Extraor- 
dinaries; or, how are they to be rovided for? What elle is to- 


guide Adminiſtration in pr 0 Execution of their own Plan.? Does 
not General Howe inform the Adminiſtration from time to time 


what Neceſſaries he may ſtand in need of? His general Letters of 
Requifition during the lat Campaign are now lying upon the Table; 


Hay the noble Lord has told us, that the Miniſtry do from time to: 


time receive Letters of more explanatory Detail, according as. he 
forefees ſuch or ſuch neceſſary Services. Look at the Bill of Extras 
for the laſt Year: Are they not claſſed methodically into Heads, 


of Supply io the Forces at Boflon—at Montreal — Quebec, -&c.—C loath- 8 
ing. and Accoutrements-— Forage - Live Stock—V egetables— Beer, &c. 
Kc. Have you calculated any of theſe, to reduce them within 


ſome eftimable Compaſs? or do you merely hold out your Meafure 
to the ruinous Profuſion of Commiffaries and the mereileſs Avidity 


of Contractors ? 


E a The 


12 Eſtimates, or 


17 1 


Thee lat Eſtimate, of Emtracrdidiacing' char 1. apply for, is from 
the Board of Ordnance. Will you tell us, that they are. ſtill, at 
a Loſs for their Computation? 2 Is . Powder not yet ſhipped ? 
Are their Guns not yet caſt? Are their Scaling-ladders not yet made? 
Are their Baggage - waggons not: yet built? Give us the beſt Ac-- 
count you Habe g if it be but an Eſtimate of the Waggons 
which were reviewed the _ TO Uy: the Maſter-General of the. 
Ordnance in Portman & 

Vou may give plain 22 Fe Agbuers; to theſe Inquiries, if 
you mean well: It is not a captious or perplexing Eſtimate that. 
F aſk for, to an Ounce of Powder, or i:Gun-lock; or a Hand-ſpike, 
F ſpeak upen the Scale of Millions. Vou either cannot give theſe 

vou will not. If you will not, ſpeak out, that we 

may know what we have to depend upon. If you acknowledge that 
you cannot, then will you dare to undertake the Conduct of that War 
of which you confeſs your own: Inability; to form even an Idea or 
an Eſtimate? Will this Houſe, will the Public at large commit. 

a propoſed Armament of Thirty, Forty, or Fifty thouſand Men, 
with a Hundred Ships of Force, at the Diſtance, of Three thou- 
fand Miles and upon a Line of Action of Fifteen Hundred, with. 

the national Honour at Stake, ro the Hands of thoſe Men, who 


profeſs their Inability to form any Bdtimate- hs * the Emolu- 

ment of Comimiſſaries and — 2. 

If the Minifter will condeſcend to lay th. true State of the 
Nation fully before Parliament, the Queſtion will then be fairly 

before this Houfe and the Public, whether they will with their 

Eyes open enter into a Civil Wir. which in any Event muſt feed 

upon, and exhauſt every vital Source of this Country, at the cer- 


tain Expence of Ten or Twelve Millions for this Year ? Whether 


they will double that Expenoe in the next Campaign ?: And whe- 


ther they 'wilk in a Third Year commit themſelves, helpleſs, ex- 
man Nene defenceleſs, to the Mercy of France or Spain, and of 
every Power in Europe that can build its future Proſperity upon our 
Ruin? Have we forgot that it was the Diſcontent of Taxes and 

Anticipations in the laſt War that brought us down, when in the 
full Career of Victory over the hereditary Enemies of this Country, 
to Lecome the humble Suitors of a Rn Peace? That it was this 
Want of Forecaſt in the Day of our then Proſperity, which has in- 
| tailed upon us that Load of Millions which both then and ſince 
have ſeverely ſerved to . the Senſe of humiliating Reſti- 
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let us be wiſer now. The Eſtimates that 1 call for are not only 


by ar bg. 
1 OE 
- 


my Motions for Eſtimates, which I fear will not be complied with, 
as I ſee no Token of Conſent, or of any Diſpoſition on the other : 


* "1 ” 


my End wit be anſwered. If not, I can only offer „ 
(what L ebuld not offer to them as an Object of any Attention but 1 
at a dead Lift) my poor Services to bn out theſe Matters of In- 
quiry, upon Ack Lights as are not confined within the Pale of 


allow me to offer any conjectural Eſtimates, as a Ground for the 11 


materially erroneous, <1 19 22 1 
a ] comit myſelf freely to the Candour of the Houſe 1 in the 


are not likely to receive any Aſſiſtance from more authentic Eſti- 


no Difference in my OT e . . pou; the Sale al. 


. '- mae. N 


tutions, and the Regretof v WWW TREE] away Nen 


in the higheſt Degree neceſſary, but perfectly Practicable. To tell 
us, that the Precedent frem which I take my Example, of the 5 
Naval Eſtimates delivered in 1772 was in the Time of Peace, is 
only ſaying,” that it was leſs neceſſury then than it is now. My 
only Reaſon for making tiris Motion now is, becauſe we are not at 
Peace. Nor can the wiſeſt of us all foreſee the Day, if you proceed 
a ſingle Step farther in theſe fatal Meaſures, when this, r 5 
may return to Peace again. r 7 : 
I have now explained to che Houſe che Subltanbe and Views: of | 


Side of the Houſe, to depart from their cuſtomary. Secrecy: and 
Silence: If the noble Lord, with his better Lights and ſuperior 
Abilities,” will lay before us the proper Eſtimates and Information, 


official Departments. 1155 
The whole Extent of my 8 is - this. 1 Bag thas. the 13 

noble Lord would lay before this Houſe the beſt Evidence and In- 

formation upon the Caſe, by authentic Eſtimates; or that he will 


Houſe to come to ſome ſafe Opinion upon; or that he will give 
himſelf the Trouble to point out in what Parts Je may think Ds 


Having no Wiſh to e n Pang en 0 exag-, 
nveſtigation of thoſe neceſſary Points of Information, in which we 
mates. I Will endeavour to be as diſtinct and methodical as. . 
can, at the ſame Time ttuſting e the nable Lord will not cavil. 


with me for little Matters. Points of minute Accuracy SS =» 
reſerved for ſome other Day. A few. Thouſands more or leſs make 


Millions. 
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—_ N bring the ibs Queſtion into One Point of View we ſhould” & 2 
| rate the following Particulars : 1 2 
Firſt, The Sums already voted upon Eftimate for = 8 bias 
- the preſent Ver — — _6;157,000 
a2dly, The Sum rg: r to vote upon Edtimate, 10 4,5 ; 
| b. The | at — — — 35750, ooo 

30 he probable Exceſs Ks" the Exventes. A the 


Navy, Army, and Ordnance, over and dl FF 
by; the Provifions n made, eee at — 5, 300, oo 


_—_ 


— 


Theſe Three Sums will make the Total of the Ex- 2 ang 
r of IS — — 12,207,000 
To which we + mo «dd, 105 73 5 
de The Amount of the. p. outſtanding 
e STS, n 
Navy Debt on 31 Die.” 1 775 — 25 698, ooo „„ 


— 


Exchequer Bills — — 1,250, ooo 
Lirik Lift Debt, as tated, d.by L Lord Stair 890,000 . 
r 45748,000 
Making a groſs Ti otal of — — 1695; 5 5,000 
Deducting from this Total, * 
* gg, One Year's Produce of the ordinary Re- 1 
1 \ 7 ne, computed alt. — 4.9 50, ooo 


8 The, Reminder de 65 a 3 be — — 12,00 5,00 


If the Expence of the Extraordinaries ſhould exceed the Propor- 
| tion above ſtated, of which I can have no Doubt, if this Armament 
goes on according to its preſent Train, juſt in the ſame Proportion 

will this laſt unprovided Sum of Twelve millions and Five thouſand 
Pounds be incteaſed. To avoid the leaſt Imputation of aggravating 
Matters, I have ſtated the Extras of the Three Services at no more 
than Five millions Three hundred thouſand Pounds; and I defire 
that it may be remembered, that this was my Reaſon: We may com- 
pute the leaſt poſſible Sum, but the greateſt poſſible Amount is in- 
- computable. - I will not venture to _ ay what that may be. This is 
the true State of the Queſtion in One View, without Aggravation or 
Colouring. Upon the Balance of this Year there will remain unpro- 
Mided 1190 the Sum of Twelve Millions, or Perhaps a great deal more. 
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{Twill now enter as ſhortly as I can into the Detail, to juſtify the 
eee of the ſeveral Articles as I offer them to the Houſe; 
always remembering, as I faid before, that I ſpeak upon the Scale 
of Millions. The Twelve Millions, which I ſtate as remaining un- 
provided for, may be Fifteen Millions; or, if it ſhould poſſibly prove 
ho more than Ten Millions, though the Latitude ſeems very great, 
yet, in my Opinion, the Argument is not altered; for I hope that 
neither this Houſe, nor the Public at large being apprized, and in 
their ſober Senſes, would be reconciled to ſaddle themſelves, at the 
End of this Vear, with an unprovided Sum of Ten Millions, for 
a mere poſſible Pittance of Revenue from America, to be balanced 
by the certain Deſtruction of national Commerce, and even that 
poor poſſible Pittance requiring to be collected and maintained OY 
a perpetual ſtanding Force and Ciyit War. 2 „ 
But to return to the Articles of my Eſtimate. 
The Firſt Article is the Amount of the 3 7 
already voted, being merely a Summation of 


the Articles as ſtanding upon the Votes, L. & 1 57,900 
0 The Second Article of Eſtimates remaining to 
vote, ſtated at —— — — 150,000 
M J explain . Togs wn EE 
Militia to be embodied ' $00,000 

. war Services ee | 250,900 


Total 4 750,000 


As for the Eſtimate of the Militia, I have taken it- Mey your 
1 during the late War. I do not know that it will be voted at 
all this Year; but that it ſeems reaſonable to ſup Ivy; that the Miniſtry 
will not leave us unguarded at home, and becauſe a ſpecial Act has been 
paſſed this Seſſion to enable the King to do it. "464 is not to be ex- 
pected that 1 ſhould know whether the Whole is likely to be called 
out, or only Part, or what Part or Proportion, for I verily believe 
the Miniſtry do not know themſelves. As to the TWͤe hundred and 
Fifty thouſang Pounds for ſundry Services, Þ include ſome Eſti- - 
mates already lying upon the Table unprovided for.— The Defici- 
ency of the Funds of 1758 poſſibly ſome Deficiency of the Grants 
of laſt Year—poſlibly ſome Coinage Expences—the Rebuilding of 
Somerſet, Houſe, &c. &c.— So much for the Firſt and Second Ar 
ticles ; the Third is that which requires the moſt- Diſcuſſion, We. 5 
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The Total of the Third Article being - - (/. 5,300,000 
, rot ond . 
Naval Extras C. 2,500,000 
Rü Extras 28, 500,000 
Ordnance Extras '- 300, 00 


; 4 5 


© ©, Total . 5, 300, 0 


As for the Naval Extras, the ſingle Article of Tranſport Service 
and Victualling, will go deep into Two millions Five hundred 
thouſand Pounds: There is an Eſtimate which I have ſeen in Print, 
drawn up by an experienced and able Hand, of all the neceſſary 
Attendances upon an Army of Thirty thouſand Men; in that Eſti- 
mate, the neceſſary Tranſports are ſtated at Two hundred thouſand 
Tons, Then compute Two hundred thouſand Tons at Eleven Shil- 
lings per Ton per Month or more, and add the Victualling Eſtimates, 
that is enough for the Firſt Article towards the Two millions Five 
hundred thouſand Pounds. The next Article is beyond my Power 
to ſpecify; but I think I may venture to aſſume, that the pre- 
ſent Armament of One hundred Ships of Force in America cannot 
poſſibly be manned without Ten or Fifteen thouſand Men more 
than the Number of Men as yet voted. Your Seamen, excluſive 


of Marines, which are chiefly uſed as Land Forces, and many of Wo 


them now ſhut up in Bofton, amount to but little more than Eighteen 
thouſand. Your American Armament ſingly would require that 
Number. Your foreign Stations cannot be ME. ed. The Eaft Indies, 
the Mgſt Indies, the Mediterranean, Newfound, 55 your Home Guard, 
many Convoys that will ſoon be applied for (I have myſelf applied 
for One Convoy already) ought to be ſupplied with as many more. 
Calculate-the Seamen, with their Bounty Money or Preſs Money, 
and their ordinary Rate of Expence ; then add, Stores conſumed 
and deſtroyed, Proviſions for Ships in. Sea- Service, Intereſt running 
on upon Navy Bills, old Arrears coming to Light, with an endleſs 
Catalogue of never- failing Items, and I think I ſhall have out-gone 
my Stint of Two millions Five hundred thouſand Pounds. 
Comparipg theſe Conſiderations with the Amount of the Total 
_ Naval Expence of the early Years of the late War 1757 and 1758, the 
| Reſult is to the ſame Concluſion; therefore I ſhall paſs on to the Se- 
.. cond Sum of Two millions Five hundred thouſand Pounds calculated 
© far Army Extras. If I could form any Gueſs of the Price of a Buſhel 
of Wheat, or of a. Sack of Oats, tranſported by Force of Arms from 
81 0 F 1 
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Bear Key to. T5 RF THOR or bun: Point, I might 1 to make 
ſome Impreftion upon this Eſtimate. It muſt pat: to Sco rn al 


Eſtimates from German Extraordinaries; and yet the Extraord- 
naries for ſeveral Vears of X79 late. War, for Forage and Proviſions, 


amounted to Four or Five millions fer Annum. The petty Extra- 


ordinaries of a few Men, circumſcribed within the Peninſula of 


Boſton for a few Months, has amounted by the Accounts of the laſt 
Year to an enormous Sum; ; then What Eſtimate ſhall we form wad n 


a Twelvemonth's Proviſion and Forage, for an Army of Thirty 

Forty thoufand Men at the Diſtance of Three oak nd Miles' FAV 
Home, befieging and befi eged; ſpread, or at leaſt expecting to be 
ſpread, over that immenſe Continent, but without One hoſpitable 
Hep to afford them Suſtenaunce! It is out of my Bounds to under- 


take the Calculation. If have not over- rated the Total, it 18 | enouph . 
for my Argument; and I fear, when the Bill comes to be paid, it 
will be more than enough 1 for us all. bebe to the Office of Ordnance, 


One Word will ſettle that Account; their vial Stint during the 
laſt War for Extras was Three hundred thouſand Pounds a Year. 
It the Year 1775 they got up to Two hundred and Twenty thres 
thouſand Pounds for Extras; and I dare believe, that their Induſtry 


will not be back ward to ſupport the good. old Cuſtoms of a round 
Sum for unaccounted Extras. 


Having, as I hope, verified my Eftimars for the Extras, w_ clearly 


having not over-rated them, Iam returned to my Firſt Total of the 
Expences of 1776, as ſtated above alt of I2; 207,000 


The Amt of the Rey e DW. i 


eee EXpIalned, eee e loa: 5 
"The Total of the Supre of 19775 added! to . N e PL Tm 
' Debts outſtanding, amounts as before ſtated to 16,95 5, 00 
As for the Amount of the ordinary Revenue, — 
there cannot be much Diſpute. Prey [TE NOT ED 1 
A Four Shilling e and the Malt Dag, eee e 
yield nett about | aft 2,2 59, 000 
The Sinking Fund, upon an n Average of Five” phe 
Fears, ſomewhat lets than enn, 85 eee 


Total Wh +9 $9,000 
The Renal an RE” | for wilt. mY 
5 as J Rated 1 it * F 11 12,00 5,000 


But 


p 


* 
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Zut that I may not ſeem to exaggerate, I do not ſtate that it is 


indiſpenſible to provide for the Whole of the Twelve Millions, be- 
cauſe I Know it has been cuſtomary, though not commendable, co 
ſuffer an out-ſtanding Debt of Two or Three Millions. And to be 


perfectly explicit, I wiſh'to fate the preciſe Sum which will be ne- 
 ceflary before the End of this very Year to place us in the fame Con- 


dition as we were before the American War. I think it very fair to take 


my Line, from the noble Lord's own Conduct, reſpecting the out- 


N 4s 


the Exchequer Bills to One Million. I ſhall therefore on this Head 


ſtanding Debt. In his Adminiſtration, the Navy Debt has been re- 
duced as low as One million and Eighty-two thouſand Pounds, and 
chrove in another Million, and tate of Three Millions' from my 
laſt Total bf. Twelve Millions. The tioble Lord's own Conduct 
marks what even a Miniſter thinks to be the reaſonable Line of In- 


n 


dulgence, and juſtifies me in ſaying, that the leaſt Sum to be raiſed, 


whuch can be ſufficient to reſtore this Country to that Degree of 
Eaſe and e as it was) Which we enjoyed before this 


American War, muſt be Nine Millions. I make no Demands ef 


impracticable Auſterity, with any View to aggravate; but I ſtate the 
 fimple and certain Difference, ſuch as it will be at the End of this 
Campaign, with the Situation in which a commendable - At- 


tention of the noble Lord. in the early Parts of his Miniſtry had 
once placed us. I call it the certain Difference of Nine Millions, 


becauſe there can be no Doubt that the Extras, as eſtimated at Five 


Millions Three hundred thouſand Pounds, muſt be much below the 


* 


Mark; if ſo, the Reſult of the Whole is this, that the Nation 


at 


muſt be prepared to ſupport the Burden of Ten or Twelve Millions 


1 
8 1 


the End of this Year, for the American War. 
I have often ſtated theſe Matters to the noble Lord in this Houſe, 
without any Correction from him as having over- rated ther. I told 


_ 


the Country Gentlemen both laſt Year and this Year, that they muſt 


take their Leave of a Three Shilling Land-'Tax ; the Fourth 1s mort- 
gaged in Perpetuity. If you are already Ten or Twelve Millions deep, 


where will you be in the next Year, and the next? and what Taxes or 
Funds are you provided with, 6f can you fiid! K noble Perſon (the 
Earlof Hair) has given us a very.accurate State of the public Revenue, 
and has ſhewn that the annual Surplus, even of a Four Shilling Eſta- 


bliſhmeut, is but about Five hundred thouſand Pounds a Vear: How | 


| bs this Pittance to clear off a Debt of Ten Millions? or, if you go 
on, with theſe deſtructive Meaſures, 


6 7 | | . * | "> . | 15 1 FS. a 2 FI 
perhaps Twenty or Thirty 
| 1 1999 Bat] 1 DV O93 Millions; 
ep 1 eee 5 * 0 1 Inos. 
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. 


| Malta. Tale of * Fe ourth Shilling. and you will Bögen 
mainder barely equal to your Peace bil ment ; e he 


Fourth Shilling upon Land is all that you, haye lest to clear your 
Debts, or to provide for future Contingencies, till the: Landed Gen- 


tlemen ſhall conſent to give Sir Shillings j in the Pound. 
21. have endeavoured to ran 
dependent upon each other, in the Manner and Qrde r that 1 have 
opened them, viz. The Services of 1276,—the Debts out-ſtabding,— 
theordinary Ways and Means, and the Deficiency unprovided for.— 


That they may ſtand up your Journals, As, 4 Caveat: at leaſt entered: 


before theſe fatal Meaſures are | irretrievable. - But FBC 15 not Men 


to: throw out any falſe Colouring, either to the Hou or, 
Public by the Means of your Votes, and as One we my ae 


up my Motions, argurnenratively 


tions contains a Recital of the total Navy Debt, leſt eee it 


U N that I made a Demand for. the Payment of the Whole, 
I ſhall offer to the Houſe a ſub 1 Reſolution, explaining what 
Proportionof the Navy 1 do MBE, it neceflary to have fAiſcharged,. 
ſot the better e ublic Credit,: viz. The Navy Bills gut- 
ſtanding, or at leaſt fuch Part as NOW, carry Intereſt at Four "Per 
Cent. amounting to, abour One Million Six hundred thoufarid Pounds. 


(excluſive. of Intereſt) 5 appears 1657 a Paper laid this Pay u 7000 


. Table at my Requ 


* in my poor Opinion of. ae ay ortance... If you look. at Four 

Navy Debt, or upon the Paper juſt now Ae, Jou, will Te 

that there are more Bil of. Cre % Now. outl ta ding 125 n 125 

| | 2 + 6.1L! B25 
Year for the Firſt Five, Years op the late Wät, when we bad rhe 
greateſt Powers in. rs to, contend; with. 'Wha if Deſc 

mine, or even» what pol ible xagperation, „could pain 


State of This Country in more alarming Colours! A 11 he To 


Outſet of this War we are: driven to the Tame Shifts,” 
were not driven to in. the late War, till We had , attained e very 
ject of dt, and till. by the, vigorous Exertion of a. 9905 MI 111 


Fen we 


hg 
A 


long ſtraiued, and fo ſucceſsfully, ſomething mi hen have been 


ſaid for: "ns theSpri: 255 i With! :xpedients ; but to 
begin with ſecret Shifts hazardous 


— * to a. Oer tainty, that. you foreſee the Enormity of the“ 
— that you take every Haney: of concealing” It Rom the 


P ublic 


Pa 1 intitu ccoun Nad) 
aol g, and Tran, ark; Bib EO. 5, . wh of F 1 00 5 5 | 
The Reaſons wind in duce me;to. _— this Mee, to the Haute, 


iniſter a 
ha — We Globe w 1 70 Cong E. When every N Ae & had been. 


xpedicnts, What is that but 


ty! 


Public Bye that you know and feel the Tnabil! ty of your Country 
to ſupport a Civil War, which will deſtray every Source of its 
Strength and Power; but that you are ſecretly and tręacherquſſy 
meditating to lead us on, confiding as we are, uninformed, and un- 
ſuſp pecking as you would have us to be, Step by Step to Rain? RON, 
The Public have beewalarmed, and perhaps not without Reaſon, 
upon ſome ſuppoſed Meaſures of the Bank, with reſpe& to Navy 
Bills, Where-ever there are Myſteries in Matters. of Importance 
_ Sufpicionis juſtifiable. Immediately after the Navy Debt was moved: 
for in Parliament, it was announced, that the Bank had ſtopped. 
their Hands in buying up Navy Bills, and they fell to a Double Diſ- 
count. It was the calling for the Navy Debt that firſt brought to 
light the total Amount of the ep»: rt .which on the 31ſt: 
of Dec..1775 was greater than in any of the Five Fuſt Vears of the 
late War. The Public concluded very naturally, that there was 
fome ſecret Underſtanding between the Miniſtry and the Bank upon 
this Subject. Doubtleſs buying up the Navy Bills by the Bank was 
a voluntary Act of their own, even if it were concerted with the 
Miniſtry; but ſtill the Circumſtances, taken altogether, appear ſuſ- 
45 gicious. Why ſhould the Bunk have prevented themſelves, as they 
feem to have ; Frome from purchaſing Navy Bills: at the Double Dif- 
count.? For the Moment ky left off buying the Niſcount became 
double. Why ſhould they even ſeem to he àiſiſting to Goyernment 
in their Syſtem of contracting Debts ſecretly and — — ?- This 
is tender Ground. It was not originally any Suſpicion. of mine; but 
E confeſs: I took it from a Paper circylated, and which I behove 
was ſent to moſt Members of this Houſe, ſtating, that the Bank 
had advanced above Eight Millions to the Treaſury, upon diſtant 
Funds out of the Reach of Circulation, to the great Riſque of Pub- 
lie Credit. If that be ſo, 1 ſtill think, as I did when it was firſt 
ſuggeſted to me, that: it is a moſt dangerous Syſtem. Its Teudency 
is to convert the Bank of Englaud into a miniſterial Engine of State; 
and the Danger nothing leſs, than making the executive Power inde- 
pendent on the Knowledge: and, Cↄnſent of Parliament for Money. 
May not Twenty-four Dicdtors, in ſome future 'Fune, be ror i 
upon materially to facrifice the Iutereſt of the Proprietor s at large 
to ſerve a Miniſter? Even in the Caſe juſt mentioned, it Was a for- 
tunate Incident for the Miniſtry, that, juſt at a Tie. when it was 
their Object to get what Advance of Money they could In ſecret, the 
Baus mould (een 3 to ale up — Bills at Malf the 
5 r 5 5 8 Diſcount 


Wi 3 
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1 1 


Diſcount to which they fell; upon the very Day on which they ceaſed: 
to purchaſe. I repeat it again, this 1 is tender Ground: "Oe o 


than is generally imagined. = 
I believe no one can doubt the Reſponſibility of the Bank of Eno: 


and: But any Bank, whether public: or private, may be broken, 
notwithſtanding a very certain final Reſponſibility of paying Twenty 
Shillings in the Pound; and even à great Surplus remaining. It is 
a ready Reſponſibility that muſt ſupport any Bank at a Pinch; diſtant. 


Funds, out of Reach, will not give Support againſt a ſudden Alarm 


and Run. Any Indiſeretion of the Bank in advancing large Sums 


upon very diſtant Funds, may be extremely hazardous ko themſelves, 


and to every private Shop, which by Habit and gradual Cuſtom cõ 
ſiders Bank Notes to be as good as Coin. They are all upon one 
Bottom. I have not all the Alarms about Paper Credit that ſome. 


entlemen have, particularly not about Bank Paper! but ſtill think | 


it⸗ Point of material Prudence, that the Bank ſhould not be too free 


in advancing Millions upon very remote Funds“ I This is a very im- 


portant Point. I hope that I have touched it tenderly: I think 1 
need ſay no more in ſupport of my laſt Motion, for making a ſatiſ. 
factory Proviſion for the outſtanding Navy Bills. 


I will now ſtate my Motions as they follow each other au- | 


mentatively. in Order: 
5 * That 1 it appears to this Wend That the Su; pplies 


already voted in this Seſſion amount to the Sum el af 6 
(or thereabouts) ß — 6 17.0% 
_ © © excluſive of ſeveral other Services as yet wah 
provided fſoeorr— . om, au, * 
That it is the C Opinion of this Houſe, That the 5 ; 5 b hr 
0} © Expence of the Navy for the Year 1776 may 6490 
robably exceed the Proviſions hitherto made 1 N 11 


1,1 40a Parhament, to the Amount of "2" —, — ; a Soo, oo 
That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That the 7 75 1 
© Extraordinaries of the Land Forces for One 
Vear, from March 9, 1776, e 7 probably. tet 
amount to the Sum of —. n Midas | 

+ That it is the Opinion of this Howe," That 4. CARA Oe, 

| Expences. of the Office of Ordnance for Lang 
Service for 1776 may probably exceed he 
Sa eben made 1 in a this Seſhon 1 the 
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1 7 1 


It it, appears to this Houſe, That * 3 
2% Exchequer Bills outſtanding, charged upon the e 
« Firſt Aids of this Seſſion, to the Amount i in hy . 


Nl Poppy Money.of - e 

That it appears t e Houle, Thar the Navy Debt bt 1 0 
e on the 75 ah ; aſk. amouoted to. e Sum W 

"TE (or thereabouts FN 5 8 = 999 


a 1 


| 150 * That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That for the. 

+ better; Security, — Public Credit it would „ 

ito: i A 60 proyide. for the Navy, Victualling, 65 Sie 
and Tranſport Bi WP deni — k LY 1! 
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7 177% amen a sd, the p Su 43 18 
8 Nonne 15 J 
ee oc thenbaus (ex alu 1 73 
« tereſſ alt Ire Wy flu 2 or at — * 5 1 10 Part My! | ee 
the faid Bills as do at preſent Arz, ntereſt at 1 95 4 1 
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L have now ſtated Ak I have fte okt on the Subject 6 of ths 
preſent State of, 3 Revenue, which I addreſs. ſpe- 
cially; to the noble Lord who is; Chznrellor of the Exchequer, It 
is not the Fitſt Time that IL have gdꝗreſſed him upon that Supzect, 
and to this very Effect. I have done it many Times in this Seſſion, 
before av Gneo Clube bit Ide has always confined himſelf 
_ k0,gfneralDerms. | No, xeprated r have been able to 
extert any Thing explidit from bim, How can the noble Lord 
juſtify ſach Secreſy and Silence, aud Backwardneſs to communi- 
[cats Information to this Houſe gat th 1851 N# and, Cxiſis? It is the 
Puty: of * et ber agtiverand! Vigilant, and forward to ap- 
Pitize this H Jn<time pt, BYefy wapdgrtant; Circumſtauce, and not 
40 — Butthen upon private and ypinformey, Members of 
dragging every unwilling. Eſtimate into Daylight Why, will he 
not cuvatfe the Confidence of the Hauſe hy; falt and open Dealings | 
* What Vern <9 the noble, Lord have in keeping us ih a State of 
Hege tion? sche afrzid, that if thegwhele Truth wert laid before 
us, this: Houſe, ayditbe-Publiciyonld. be leſs ſangvine jn(the.Protes 
— af the in Wr? remember the, ay when the noble f 
Lord told ne, that others were mare Aapgyine, ant impatient than 
himſelf. What are wWe'e to think of this Inconſiſtengęſ that he ſhould 
ſuffer himſelf to he: dxiyen to every ſangvinary Meglare, coutrary.to 
his gyn bette $7 Julgnens i. ——— emglteamelt. Dgſire for 
Peace, but wäre yy an anda? 
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miſſion with Fire an 


15 him) wiſh to ſee 


"hs EY * One ; 


of the moſt Lands Kind, In the very Be aeg . this Seſ- 

ſion he exclaitned' with then oft apparetif Exrnefthe ö Since- 

rity, Would to Göôd chat All hings Were as they were in 1763 ! 

He expreſly y EP ed his Readineſs > 4 ſpehſe' To. Taxation ; : ne 

has even propo! d Terms with Amer; Ko Ke they arb) which 
E 


at leaſt proves, that he Ader not tmant one „ e 
T9 Brain jon; tlie next Day, 1 Kg en 
inſulted publicly, before us 92920 ts "his Indolen ice WT fes "Y 
then again he reſumes his Taxath on Aild cod ulfory R 8 He” 
ſubmits to be the niere Inſtruryent; 'of catryl 8 throng I "his 1 Houſe 
every mercileſs and' yin{ive Act Har Bf kuggeltec to Hirn; and 
very placidly Aeg Wirkt the noble L Ord- le ely ad heed | to the 
Head of the Ameriean'P e hd Gectares i vf pe- 
remptory Tone, the of 4 3 reduc 47 2 unconditioned N 
The Place of Firſt Lord of the Treafury has uſually been con- 
fidered as the Poſt f Miniſter; but whether it bs from Indelence 
or Indiſpoſitioit to the Service, we know! nt; certain however 
it is, that the preſent noble Lord in that Office ſuffers hirnſelf to 
be controuled and ſuperceded; at leaſt in American Meafutes. A 
Secretary of State for the American Department is introduced, 
give Vigour to fatiguinary Meafutes, to counteract dhe more paci- 
ne Diſpoſition" of che parent Miniſter, leſt r re mould 
_Eateh the! relentit Mob, Which in Trurkl chez app ar very well 
diſpoſed to, Whenever the noble Lord at the k end of che Tiba. 
ſury gives the leaſt Opening. Theſe are the Dif oftio nie 
all his Ftiends (ane II myſelf am not without: artialities to 
irmed into ſteady and pefſe din Prineigtes | 
of Action. Why will ie net juſtify the fevourable:Opl on of Kis 


Friends, by a 2 : Adherence: 5 che Line of lettietit Juſtice? * IT 
these Principles are not merely tranſi Iry” an: | 


let him confirm therm by His If he weit kae 
Part how, according to hie Profeſſions; and not(ſaffes Adviſe 
de 6ver:ruled by ſome feeret and deſtrütti de Thfluence;/He may give 
Beace to His Countty and tE. wfioa. * 1 25 | an-imiportdth. Mement 
_ that does not fall ro Ee Man's Lot“ many Steadities> and 
Exertion of that Inäduenes Which he pofleſſes, may reſéue his 
Country Page” all the Horrors of a Civil rei ar 10 Und Wa I'have 
faid thus“ much to hirn, his own Reflediow ils — — to him 


' chat the Mia "wh hrs" for m * | Win NO bn N es the? 
1 | ertion, 
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f et 1 Hate done dus U 
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deen uſual to forecaſt or to "Nis . 15 400 Expenets of Ea 
Ver within the Feat) by 95 5 


will ive a very heavy Load of Guilt lying at his o. 
However, Sir, for the preſent, and with reſpeck to the Material, 
which L have] now rar 1 00 the 1 F Til confins'n my  Ad- 


. 155. | 
_ 12 K 15 NN. 


e es Lots Comment! aa Cor- 
rection, ifi EThate fallen intolany material Error in my Calculations : 


I6 not, will, under Fri of the: Houſe, reſetbe npyfelf for u, few 
Words ſupon the)generabBubjetiof the American Civil War, which 


36310itheldoleand nee of all gh Prayers and Labots to 
vert!“ (th 04 5e 27 t Hie 21 181 10 T Volg, 34 No: 11 


rende 012! of Dang di gude Ascii 231110100 3 7, 


I. Ip Ire 
127 5 5 S iin 4 Nannen DI 115 24111 


18 ˙N. 15 0 Tagge I 


722 | 2 OF ee 9109-10 
gt Beb Rai va oil n be 161-12bco 4d: 03-169 Y 2113 10 52: 


2 Antereſted as L Am not to incur the Piſpleaſute or liebt ohnen . 
Of thi "Hove; . muſt have been my Puniſhment. if T had 
rn pe ch the O ect of th r Attention, as 
up ee rude; nwartanted; or 

1 gow addreſs 9 with! more rv 


ed 0 Miter, 


* F at no Eſtinrate 
ould be e clio to Parliament 
(which is but*pout Encqtr Sc) that it Has Hot 


Yat it ma bel Proper t to. Sohn. 
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1 the 1 0 told us in Part 


14 wok 


mation to mi 
under- rated. . Ad 28 r iy s areal Hiv 

Upon this: e ellor:of the Bxeheq wer, I 
will now apply myſelf to anbthet noble Lord, lately advacked to 
the Elead, of the: Zmeticas Department, ah Who is:thetefote:to'be 


_ .confidered-as.andingim:the. Place! of efficient: and reſponſible Mi- 


niſter for the; preſent Civ War As to the Firſt Lord: of the 
Treaſury y, his Meaſures have been vilified; his Plans have been ri- 


diculed; he has been publicly reproached ; in this Houſe with Tndo- 
-letices : "Tha: other noble Lord, he is not of a Diſpoſitiona to be | 


dictated to, i9:now--braught.; forwards to; reſtore Fiimneſs to our 
Eounſels 3! Her will turn dveriahew Leaf: He will mſþige) new 
Vigor jato/this Civit War: His Principles: and Cdnduſt have AI- 


moſt peremptory Tone, that he will never conſent to any 


with the Colonies whatſoever, previous to unconditional een | 


Let this noble Lord o laok ar the Work!thitt he has undertaken, 


ang the Support that he 1s likely to receive from his Colleagues in 
Office. Wil he fi t patiently ang bh Place, and hear e 


of the Exchequer, admit the Engrmity of the Financi 


make thoſe ncceſſary Proviſions 3 


I appeal to the Houſe, if t if the noble, Lo bs. is 1 
m. zul te of the probable Ex- 


of the W did ot ad 
pence of this Year to be under- rated, at the ſame Tim deQaring 
| Take would not m 


but leaye them to 1: 
5 At, 


18 25 


uding, with, 


e aud Chance;? cone 
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ight be pigper to pro dug for ariew 
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an net * e n profiiblynnivch. 


ways beeil conſiſtent: He declares umformly and repeatedly, in the 


Proviſions ts 
neceflary, ” yet openly. declaring, an the! Hon, that he will, not 


zu Proviſion for, them in this; Year's: Acgegunt, 
tell ing us, 


Warihaye; Wien pix ; 


* * 
bi 18 : 4 
. ? 


| | he WM 1 
his Colleagues, that the Service was unſought 3 Wil 


| Wall not Migiſters 
pauſe for a Moment ? Is the Proſpect ſo encouraging, or do they 
not begin to ſuſpect that they have undertaken - more than they can 
accompliſh, at leaſt in the Biſunion and Piſtraction of their preſept 
Gounſtls? Ir js new, grow, that we 2g 409 late ip egg the 
Conqueſt of Awerice in this Campzign; that Point Bag ſhpt_al-_ 
ready; ſet down Ten or Twelve Miltons aagge for that ſleepy Fit. 
I apply to the Prudence of Miniſters, whether in the preſent Cir- 
_  eumiſtances at leaſt, they may. nat think it adviſable to relax from 
the peremptory Terms of unconditional Submiſſion. .. . 
The whole of my Object in applying to you this Day, is to ſub- 
mit to the Conſideration of the Houle, and of the Public, whether 
for the Sake of Juſtice, and upon a Reyiew of the State of the Na- 
* tion, and of all the Conſequences which muſt attend this fatal War, 
- they will not think it reaſonable and expedient (if this Armament 
muſt proceed) to ſend at the ſame Time a ſolemn, clear, diſtinct, 
aud unambiguous Specification of juſt and honourable Terms tg, be 
offered to your Colonies, previous to any further Acts of Hoſti ine 
I think that Parliament owe to their -own Dignity, and to the 
Hondur of the Kingdom which they repreſent, to ſet up the Stand- 
ard of National Juſtice upon that Ground. I do not take it as 4 
ſimple Propoſition, either of Cuuceſſion or Accommodation, but of 
_ 4ndrſpenſable-Juſtice, as connected with theſe Armaments of Ven- 
geance which you are preparing. Let it be avowed openly and un- 1 
equivocally to every Member of the Conſtitution, that the Britiſb þ 
___. Goyernment: knows no other Foundation, and acknowledges 2 F 
other Principle for its Title or Demands, but the Compact of Ml 
rational Obedience and conditional Submiſſion. I take my Line 
from the Addreſs. and Petition of the Corporation of the City of 
 ! Londenlately preſented to the Throne. That Addreſs will remain 
do the lateſt Times a perpetual Teſtimony. and Memorial of their 1 
Prudence and Diligence to direct, as far as their Inſluence can ex- | 1 
cdtend, the Movements of Government by Juſtice and Reaſon, and 
of their Earneſtneſs and Zeal for the Support of good Order and 
juſt Obedience, as long as Government will abide by their Part of 
the Compact. No People can be bound to ſurrender their Rights and 
. Laberties in Return for Protection. When any Government make 
ſuch Demands, the Compact is void. Theſe are bold and manly 
Principles. They are the Pillars * our own Conſtitution. That 


- 


Pas 8 


Whatever be the Event of this vnhgppy Civil Contuſty: the City 


of London, as a very important Member of the State, have di- 
with Prudence and. Firmneſs. They: have not 


© charged their Duty | 
"pieſumed'to diftate the. Terms; but upon the moſt: liberal Prin- 


eciples, they have ſuggeſted, that the Fundamentals of this Govern-. 


ment, which are Faxation- by Repreſentatives, and Security of 
Charters, ought, in the Spirit of Juſtice, to be confirmed to all 
Farts of the Britiſb Dominions. I think that it now remains with. 


us, in Confunctiom with the other Branches. of. the DE to, 6 


fulfill our Parts; If: we negleck this Step of. J | 
ture national Reproaeh will:lye at our Door. An 
the City of Bondon have received, too plainly inn unconditional* 
' Submiſſion, or no- Peace. Whoever has adviſed that Anſwer; and: 
ſtill takes upon himſelf 
in my Opinion taken à very deſperate Reſponfibility upon 1 
If Miniſters have no- Regard for the Honour: and Juſtice of? 
rheir Country, let them at leaſt pauſe for One Moment; and 
before they cut off all: Retreat, let them reflect upon their pre- 
ent Enter prize and future Reſponfibilityr: And firſt, I apply 
myſelf to the Wiſdom of the Houfe upou the Arguments of Pru- 


dence, which the preſent State of the Nation, as. I have endea- | 

voured to: hy. it betbre you, ſeems to- me irreſiſtibly to ſuggeſt; I 
then addreſs myſelf tothe noble Lord at the Head of, the Haeridan 
Department, to remind him of his own Refj ponſibility, and I make 
my Tender to him of the Propoſition of conditional Terms, as 
Ane out of the N of the City. of London ta the King. 


F | "TY have. 
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reſpctable Dorpdkgtien this; hi of * hive taken 
9 deelded Part worthy of themſelves. They earneſtly implore his: 
Majeſty, through the Means of Parliament, to affure the Colonies. 
ein they thall be protected i in their Rights and Liberties, and upon 
that Ground to demand, in' return, rational 'and contented: Obedi-. 
ence. Let the Juſtice of the Legiſlature ſtand vindicated in the 
| Conteſt, and they offer their Hands and Hearts to ſupport you. 
In a confederate Si, where there are Dependences and Subordi- 
nations, the Term of a Supreme Lepiflature- has a very intelligible - 
Import; but an arbitrary Legiſlature is as totally: repugnant” to, 
every Principle of; ſound and juſt Government, as ans arbitrary | 
Monarch: ' Reaſon is the Law: to ee, and the Meaſure of 
19 Obedience to Subjects. 


to perſiſt : inflex ibly in theſe Principles, has F 
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« , .do not know. how to treſpaſs upon your Pati ene 
9 


t 3 1 


T 3 drawn up the Sentiments- of that Addreſs, ina Fon of 
an Addreſs from the Houſe *t@the King, which F cin 3: 
to me moſt indiſpenſable, and which, 4 great Deference, bu melt b 
earneſtly, recommend to the Conſideration” of the Houſe: The 
Subſtance: of the Propoſition 18. to” pur the AW/can. Colonies. 
upon the ſame Footing: of Taxation that Feland is and always has 


been; and to byes them Secufity for CHarters! If yay do not me- 
ditate to intr 


both upon the fame Ground, and let them: be mutually a Security 
to each other. Fhe Example of Ireland is entigely pertinent to the 
Caſe of the Colonies your Provinces in 
lerto been up . the ſame fame Footing in Taxation as 22 
4 & them be ſim ply replaced as. they were, and then 
and Uniformity of your Provincial Governments | in all your De- 
dencies: will "hs maintained. Vour Colonies. ins their late 
2 —— Petition to. the King, have mates ſubmitted 
| -h —_— ilg- gracious Ig poſitioi ** 
Then Tet theſe Terms* precede your Acts of 
12 bi ans! ta hoo the Sour 


2egties, and then make your Demand of 'Submiffion.. 


One Word, Sir, of Apalogy for myſelf. My. Mrnatien'- is at- 
preſent diſtrefling me. L have fo. * crenutilind: you upon the 


Subject. of America, which J confeſs engroſſes all my Thoughts, 


& any further, 
pecially at the ernie an intricate Debate upon the State of 


the Nation. en 1 "you * the one Side the very alarm- 


1 


the other Hand 


0 ” 4 to Shs Alge ase by Which 305 inch "Wert the Calamities 
Fe 2 upon this Country, my Work: will be incomplete, and 
Mm 3 e ultimate Object of it will be fruſtrated. Let me entreat you to 


open the Door to Reconciliation and Eeace, and not to drive them 
from you while they are yet within your Reach. With. the Per- 
ns the Houſe-I will. read to you an Addreſs to the King 


for ſpecific Terms. of Peace to be offered to the. Colonies. . I will ; 


importune you.no farther, but to recommend it to the ſerious Con- 
ſideration of the Houſe, 1. wiſh I might add, to their: Adoption, 


that it might receive the Weight of their. Sanction and Authority. 
before * too late. 1 


Ita 


uce the fame Innovations into the Mode of Taxation ' - 
in Treland;\ which you have attempted" in America, then” put them 


berica have always- 


the Principles. 
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